So, You Want to Hire
a Ghostwriter?
The Ghostwriting Services of
Richard Lowe, The Writing King
Note: Other services that I perform include optimizing LinkedIn profiles,
blogging and writing coaching.

A link to my portfolio and a list of references is available
on request.
“Rich is a talented wordsmith, complete professional and a comfortable
person to work with. Being a ghostwriter, he really knows how to interview
and get to the heart of the story. Rich helped me weave my two disparate
talents (professional musician and software consultant) into one coherent
tale. Now that Rich put me through his interview and rewriting process,
when people read my profile, my software development talents dovetail
perfectly with my musical journey. It all makes sense! Get help from
Richard if you too wish to make sense to the world!”
David Victor, Formerly a performer for the band Boston, Entertainer,
Rock Vocalist, Show Producer, Team Builder
Book a free consultation today: thewritingking.youcanbook.me
The Writing King ● www.thewritingking.com ● rich@thewritingking.com
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WHO AM I?
I am a professional ghostwriter and published author with a strong
management and technical background. Two of my books, Focus on
LinkedIn and How to Sell on eBay, reached Kindle Bestseller status. I’ve
written memoirs, business volumes, and novels. I’ve ghostwritten 3 books
about artificial intelligence, one about the Internet of Things, two in the area
of cyber security and over a dozen in the fields of business, sales,
apartment management, dentistry, cleaning and so forth.
Before I became a ghostwriter, I
worked in the computer and
information technology industry. I
began that career as a VP at
Software Techniques. After 6 years, I
moved to Beck Computer Systems,
again as a VP. At the same time, I
worked as the Senior Designer for
the Water Control Systems for North
Las Vegas Valley, New Haven,
Connecticut and Ojai, California.
For 20 years, I was the Director of Computer Operations at Trader Joe’s.
During my time at that esteemed company, I focused on computer security
and PCI compliance, disaster recovery, warehouse logistics and retail
merchandising.
I’ve published over 60 books under my name, plus a few under
pseudonyms, and recently completed my 28th ghostwritten book. Currently,
I am the owner and senior writer at The Writing King.
Ghostwriting and writing are my passions. I enjoy helping people get their
message out to their audience in a coherent, understandable way.
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WHY YOU NEED A BOOK NOW
“It's all about people. It's about networking and being nice to people and not
burning any bridges. Your book is going to impress, but in the end, it is
people that are going to hire you.” – Mike Davidson

B

ooks have immense power and those who have published garner
respect, confidence, and even awe. It seems that anyone who is
famous or well-known has published a book, including virtually
every modern president, industry leaders, senators and sports figures.
One of the best ways to define your brand – to put you out there for people
to see and understand – is to publish a book. A book gives you a soapbox
for you to stand on and shout out your message, vision, and history for
anyone who cares to listen. You can communicate exactly and only what
you want people to understand.
A book gives you credibility and showcases your expertise.
I wrote my book Make a Living as a Professional Self-Published Author to
establish a secondary brand as a writing coach for writers who need help.
Once I completed it, I felt an incredible sense of accomplishment. Now that
it’s done, writers come to me for help. After all, I wrote the book on the
subject, which makes me the expert.
A politician can write about their history and background, then lay out their
agenda, beliefs and platform in a clearly understandable manner. They can
define their legend which can then be used to support their campaigns and
further their goals. A book of this nature gives their constituents information
to help establish a bond and build an understanding.
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WHY YOU NEED A BOOK NOW
In business it works much the same way, a book helps to build a rapport
with potential customers, clients, vendors and employees. A CEO might
write a book to show how they managed to pull themselves out from an
impoverished childhood to become powerful, rich and yet still caring. The
manuscript can demonstrate that the CEO has empathy, understands the
plight of clients and people, and has worked a lifetime to build excellent
products and deliver superb customer service.
I worked with Ben to write a book to help him establish his sales business.
He now uses it as part of his sales coaching service, “In the end we have
as a result a great sales book to help my clients.”
So many people think about writing a book but never even get started. How
many times have you heard someone say they want to write the great
American novel, or they need a book for their business?
How many of them never even get started? Of those who start, how many
get frustrated or run out of time and their book stalls, half finished, and is
filed away forever in a drawer in their desk or a file on their computer?
“I walked into the office of a business coach, looking for help to define my
image and persona. As he led me into his office, I noticed a shelf filled with
books, each with his name and picture on the cover. He saw my glance,
smiled and handed a copy to me. My impression of him changed
immediately - he had written a book about his business and his philosophy.
That had quite an effect on me. As we talked, he used the book to illustrate
points. It was impressive, and I walked out a new customer. In fact, he
made a great show of signing a copy which he presented to me as a gift.
He wrote a book which made him the expert on the subject.” – Eli
In the example above, the business coach used the book as a marketing
and sales tool. It defined his brand; the book included a few chapters of his
life story, a description of his philosophy, and the rest was about his
services and why they were relevant and helpful.
Book a free consultation today: thewritingking.youcanbook.me
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WHY YOU NEED A BOOK NOW
If you want to write a book, but like many of us, don't have the time or lack
the writing skills, then you are in luck. You can hire The Writing.
But why is it important to start on your book now?
A potential client contacted me about ghostwriting a memoir of the life of
his father, who was 85 years old at the time. The book would have been
incredible, documenting a lifetime of adventures traveling around the world
just before World War II. After 6 months of delay, he decided to move
forward… and on that day, his father had a heart attack. He survived, but
the book was shelved forever. A story of the incredible adventures of a
phenomenal man will now never be written.
The best time to write your book is NOW. There will always be
something that comes up; life is like that. The more you delay, the more
likely it is that your book will not be written. That would be a shame
because you have a story to tell, a powerful tale that you need to share with
others.
There is even more urgency if your book is intended to be a tool to help
market your business. Your book will serve as the basis of your marketing
efforts. It will focus you and your clients on your message, your abilities,
your expertise and your offerings.
The sooner you get your book completed and published, the sooner
you will use it to market yourself and your business.
Words do not exist to adequately describe what I felt when I held a copy of
my first book in my hands. I felt excitement and the satisfaction of a job well
done. I’ll remember it as the thrill of a lifetime, right up there with that
feeling of joy after getting married. There is nothing else that compares to
the feeling of pride, accomplishment and satisfaction. – From a client
Don’t delay. The sooner you start, the sooner you’ll reap the rewards.
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WHY YOU NEED A BOOK NOW
One of my clients set about on the journey to create a book to get noticed
by the CEO and gain a few speaking engagements. He got far more than
he expected. The CEO wrote the forward for the book; my client now
regularly gets booked for speaking engagements and is noticed by the
press. His book is even a textbook in several schools!
Continue reading this short eBook to learn about ghostwriting – everything
from how it works to the process to the costs. You’ll also learn about the
services provided by The Writing King and the benefits of moving forward
with a ghostwritten book project.
Keep these points in mind as you read:
• A book is a powerful sales and marketing tool.
• You can deliver the exact message you need to make your points.
• Your book supports your credibility, documents your expertise and
tells your unique and interesting story.
• The sooner you complete and publish your book, the sooner you’ll be
able to use it to increase your market presence.
Don’t be one of those people who never achieve their dream of
publishing their own book.
Hire The Writing King to help you achieve your goal of writing a fantastic
manuscript to support your business, to sell on Amazon or just to
accomplish a major bucket list item.
Do it today, while you are thinking about it.
There’s never a better time than the present.
Book an appointment for a free consultation to discuss your book today
using the link below:
https://thewritingking.youcanbook.me
Book a free consultation today: thewritingking.youcanbook.me
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WHY WRITE A BOOK?
“Every book is a quotation, and every house is a quotation out of all
forests, and mines, and stone quarries; and every man is a quotation from
all his ancestors.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson

W

hy on earth would
anyone want to
write a book? What
purpose does it serve to spend
so much time, effort, and
money to produce a hundred or
even two hundred pages about
a subject? Except for
celebrities, politicians, and the
super rich, does anyone really
have anything to say that
deserves that much effort?
If you run a business—any
business—then you need a
book. A published book goes a
long way toward ensuring the
profitability and expansion of
your enterprise because it establishes you as an expert and defines your
credibility.
Your most powerful tool in marketing is respect. Your book establishes that
you are credible and the expert in your field. The very fact that you are a
published author generates a sense of respect and affinity for you and your
message. A book shows you have confidence in yourself and that your
message is worth hearing and understanding.
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WHY DO PEOPLE WRITE A BOOK?
BRANDING
“Just build your brand from day one, man. Your brand is your name,
basically. A lot of people don't know that they need to build their brand;
your brand is what keeps you moving.” –Meek Mill

A

book is an excellent way
to establish your brand.
For example, one of my
clients started a company to
train others in sales. He hired
The Writing King write a book
about his sales technique. This
was then self-published on
Amazon® Kindle, in paperback
and in hardcover formats.
Now, every time a new client
comes into his office, they see
copies of his book displayed on
a bookshelf behind him. The
front cover prominently shows
his name, along with his
picture, and this always
produces interest, questions,
and respect from visitors. The
book, in other words,
immediately establishes him as
an expert in his field, and shows he has the confidence to put his message
out there for everyone to see.

Book a free consultation today: thewritingking.youcanbook.me
The Writing King ● www.thewritingking.com ● rich@thewritingking.com

8

WHY DO PEOPLE WRITE A BOOK?
MEMOIRS
“I love all insider memoirs. It doesn't matter whether it's truck-drivers or
doctors. I think everybody likes to go backstage, find out what people think
and what they talk about and what specialized job they have.” – David
Mamet

B

elieve it or not, everyone has a story to tell. Some people have lives
that resemble a James Bond movie, and many have been through
some fascinating or traumatic events. Others have invented
something, traveled, survived many trials and tribulations, or have held
captivating jobs.
Each of these people could write one
or more books about their lives, events
they have survived, or how they’ve
enhanced or helped other people.
These are not always famous
individuals; in fact, some of the best
stories come from your everyday
person.
One lady, seventy-eight years old,
hired a ghostwriter to create a book
about her experiences in the
Holocaust and how she survived
spending years in the Auschwitz
concentration camp. She had been
through a lot and wanted her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren
to understand that period and how the
events of her life shaped her family’s future.
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WHAT IS GHOSTWRITING?

W

riting a book is difficult. There are no secrets other than hard
work, time, research, and the understanding of language and the
knowledge about stringing words, paragraphs, and chapters
together. Writing the book is not the most difficult part of the process; the
difficulty is making it compelling, easy to read, and simple to understand.
Even more difficult is
writing in such a way to
enthrall readers, so
they do not just
continue reading, but
cannot put the book
down.
In school, students
learn a mechanical
type of writing to
produce academic
papers, pass exams
and finish their
doctorate.
Unfortunately, this kind
of writing is not useful
for business books,
memoirs, and so forth.
Academic writing tends to be dry and boring to anybody not involved in the
field and requires rigorous and enforced standards of citation and style.
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WHAT IS GHOSTWRITING?
Outside of school, in the real world, most of the writing performed by the
average person consists of email messages, texts, and a short memo now
and then. None of these tasks has anything to do with writing a book.
The exercise of creating a book is labor intensive, difficult, and timeconsuming. It also requires skills and training in the art of writing, the rules
of grammar and style, excellent spelling, and the ability to work through
issues such as writer’s block and a lack of understanding of the subject.
The job of a ghostwriter is to write your story, whether it be about sales,
your life, or even a ministry, as if you were telling it. An essential skill of a
ghostwriter is to tell your story from your point of view or to use your voice.
BLOG-TO-BOOK
One option is to write your book chapter-by-chapter in the form of articles
for your blog, which are then published in book form at a later date. This is
known as blog-to-book and it is charged on a monthly retainer basis for a
specified number of words. If you are interested in this option, mention it
during your free consultation.
BOOK COACHING
Since you are often the expert on your subject, Book Coaching (also
known as Ghost Collaborating) can be a more practical approach. In this
case, you work with your book coach over the phone, Zoom or Skype to
write the book. This is a collaborative process.
During your free consultation, we will discuss which approach would work
best for you.
Time and cost are also factors. Book coaching requires more of your time,
since we will be working closely together, usually on a daily basis, but it is
less expenisive. Ghostwriting requires far less of your time, but is more
expensive since I’ll be doing most of the work.
Book a free consultation today: thewritingking.youcanbook.me
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11

WHY HIRE A GHOSTWRITER?

O

kay, so you’ve decided to write a book for whatever reason.
Perhaps you want to brand your business, you want people to
know the story of your life, or maybe you have a longing to publish
that novel that’s been rattling around your brain for decades.
Hiring a ghostwriter can cut through
everything in life that gets in the way
of making the time for writing. You will
still need to find the time to do
interviews, but I, as your ghostwriter,
will take care of the actual writing and
editing.
Let’s say you have a novel that you’ve
been toying with on-and-off for years,
if not decades. You hold a full-time
job, have a family, and maintain other
responsibilities, leaving you little time
to sit down and write the manuscript.
You know what you want to write; you
just can’t seem to find the time to get it
done.
My job is to interview you efficiently
and quickly using your time wisely, then write the manuscript based on our
discussions. We will work on the chapters one by one, interviewing, writing,
revising, until done.
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WHY HIRE A BOOK COACH?

W

e also have the option to work together on your book in a more
collaborative appraoch. My mission with Book Coaching is to
work with you day-after-day, to help you produce a great
manuscript. The finished book is still published under your name; you don’t
need to give me credit unless you want to.
In book coaching, we work together to research and write your book. The
process is very collaborative, with a lot of discussion about each point you
are trying to make.
Book coaching is charged at a monthly rate of $1,500. We will work
together as much as 5 hours a week, scheduled at times that are
convenient for you.
This is very different from ghostwriting in that it is a far more interactive,
hands-on process. The finished book will be far more “you” than one that is
ghostwritten, since you’ll be involved at every step of the way.
Typically, a book coaching project is less expensive than a ghostwriting
project. You spend a lot more of your time working with the coach, which
reduces the cost.
If the price of a straight ghostwriting project is beyond your means, then
book coaching is an excellent alternative.
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IS THERE AN INITIAL CONSULTATION?
“I don't want to interview people. I want to have a conversation. I want to
talk to Paul McCartney about the bass sound on 'The White Album.'” –
Nikki Sixx

G

hostwriters and book coaches are consultants, which means all
work is done on a work for hire basis. You own the rights to the
book and this is explicitly
stated in our contract.
Before the project begins, you and
I will discuss your needs and the
process during a free consultation.
This can be done in person (if you
are local), by phone, Zoom, or
Skype. This initial consultation is
free of cost.
Following the consultation, I will
send you a Statement of Work,
which is a legal document that
specifies all the terms of the
project. Take this document
seriously. Read it from top to
bottom, several times if needed,
and ask questions about any clause that you need clarified or changed.
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HOW DOES GHOSTWRITING WORK?

A

s mentioned previously, book coaching is paid monthly. The price of
the completed work depends on how much time is spent. Because
of that, there will only be a general estimate for the cost. However,
you have the freedom to terminate the project, extend the timeframe or put
it on hold as needed.
On the other hand, for ghostwriting projects, we will price your book based
on an estimate of the word count at 50 cents/word plus research and
interviews at $75/hour. For example, a 40,000-word book (about 120
pages) requiring only minimal research will cost $20,000.
Interviews of other people and extensive research will add to those costs.
This will be added to the charges for the month in which the work is
performed. The Statement of Work (contract) will specify how these
charges are accumulated and approved.
All ghostwriting projects require a 25% down payment, paid in advance of
the start of the project. The remaining payments are paid on the 15th of
each month. Generally, books are planned to be written in 6 to 12 months,
depending on your budget and the time you have available.
For example, a 40,000-word book written over 10 months would break
down as follows:
• 25% down, which is a $5,000 payment.
• 10% of the remainder ($1,500) paid on the 15th of each month.
If the book exceeds the word count specified in the Statement of Work,
then additional payments are added until the book is completed.
All monies are non-refundable and are paid in advance of work.
Once you sign and return the contract and pay the down payment, we are
ready to begin.
Book a free consultation today: thewritingking.youcanbook.me
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WHAT DOESN’T A GHOSTWRITER DO?

T

he purpose of hiring a ghostwriter is to write your manuscript and the
job of a book coach is to assist you with writing. There are other
things that you will need to do to make your book ready to publish.
Note that if you are publishing your book via traditional methods, your
publisher will take care of most of these for you. However, if you are selfpublishing, then you will need to ensure that these tasks are completed
before you publish it.
These additional responsibilities include:
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Proofreading and copy editing
Formatting for paperback or hardcover
Marketing
Sales
Creating a cover
Creating the index
Graphics, spreadsheets and so forth

Once your manuscript is finished, you must send it to a professional to be
proofread and copy edited. It’s important to get a second (and possibly
even a third) person to review your manuscript from top to bottom to ensure
that is of the highest quality possible. Proofreaders and copy editors are
trained specifically to perform these functions and will do a much better job
than any ghostwriter.
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WHAT DOESN’T A GHOSTWRITER DO?
Marketing the book is a whole different ballgame, requiring a specialized
set of skills and talent. Books do not sell themselves. They are promoted to
the appropriate groups of people, and marketers entice those people into
purchasing your book. As a rule, ghostwriters and book coaches do not do
this.
You will need to produce a cover for your book. In fact, if you want to sell a
Kindle eBook as well as a hardcover, softcover or even audio version, you
may need more than one cover. Hire an artist or designer who understands
how to make a cover appeal to readers so that your book sells.
Non-fiction books often require an index. While anyone can tag words
inside of a document, you should hire trained indexing professionals to
perform this task. A ghostwriter or coach is probably not trained in how to
put together the index for a book.
If your book requires any graphics, spreadsheets, tables, or artistic design,
then you will need to hire a specialist to create these for you. Ghostwriters
generally are not expert in the creation of these graphic elements.
As you can see, writing the book is just the beginning. There are many
other parts of the puzzle. The ghostwriter is the consultant who writes your
manuscript; that is their expertise. Just like you wouldn’t ask an auto
mechanic to paint your car, your ghostwriter is not the best person to
produce a cover for your book. They are two entirely different specialties
requiring different skills.
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CONCLUSIONS

W

riting a book is a major effort. Many of us would like to write a
book, and some of us have dabbled in it over the years. Usually,
however, nothing comes of it, and the book languishes on a
computer, never to be finished.
All businesses can use a book
to brand themselves and
demonstrate their competency
and expertise to their
customers. Nothing does that
better than a book since the
message can be precisely
defined and controlled to say
exactly what is intended.
A ghostwriter or book coach
can help create a manuscript
that can be produced into a
top-notch book that you can
publish or self-publish. These
can assist you with your
business, record events of
your life, or deliver your
message exactly as you want
to be told.

Book an appointment for a free consultation to discuss your book today
using the link below:
https://thewritingking.youcanbook.me
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ADDITIONAL READING
Here are some additional articles about ghostwriting and book coaching.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

14 Questions You Should ask Your Ghostwriter
13 Facts About Ghostwriting Your Ghostwriter Isn’t Telling You
A Book Coach Can Help You Get Your Book Done
Doctors Expand Your Practice with a Book
Don’t Cry if You Can’t Afford a Ghostwriter
Getting Started on a Book
How Does a Book Help Your Business?
How a Book Improves your Personal Brand
How Does Ghostwriting Work?
How do you Choose a Ghostwriter?
Is Ghostwriting Ethical?
Nothing is Better for an Entrepreneur than a Book
So, You Want to Hire A Ghostwriter…
The Power of a Book
Things to Consider Before Hiring a Ghostwriter
Use a Book Coach to Get Your Book Written Without Breaking the
Bank
What does a Smart Entrepreneur do to Make it Big?
What Should Your Book Be About?
Why Is Everyone Talking About Ethical Ghostwriting?
Why You Should Love Branding Yourself with a Book
You call yourself an entrepreneur?
What Does a Professional Ghostwriter Cost?
Why Should You Hire a Ghostwriter?
Why Hire a Ghostwriter?
Why Hire a Ghostwriter to Write Your Book?
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